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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.193(b), 
applicants/appellants file this Reply Brief, in triplicate, 
to the Examiner's Answer dated December 16, 2003. 

In view of the arguments and authorities set forth 
in the Appeal Brief and hereinbelow, this Board should find 
the rejection of claims 1, 3-5, 9, 45-49, and 53 of the 




• 



above-identified patent application to be in error and should 
reverse it. 

I . Arguments 



address applicants ' /appellants 1 argument that Bessler U.S. 
Patent No. 5,855,601 (hereinafter "Bessler") teaches away 
from using barbed fingers. The Examiner, however, correctly 
notes that Lazarus U.S. Patent No. 6,416,535 (hereinafter 
"Lazarus") qualifies as prior art. Accordingly, 
applicants/appellants withdraw the argument that the Examiner 
has not provided evidentiary support as to the use of barbed 
fingers. However, even if Lazarus and other prior art 
references show barbed fingers, there is no motivation for 



combining these references with Bessler because^Bessler 



teaches away from using barbed fingers. For at least this 
reason, this Board should find the rejection of claims 1, 3- 
5, 9, 45-49, and 53 of the above- identified patent 
application to be in error and should reverse it. 

II . Conclusion 

The Examiner has offered no rebuttal to 
applicants 1 /appellants ' primary argument. Therefore, this 
application is in condition for allowance. The Examiner's 



In the Examiner ! s Answer, the Examiner does not 
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• 



rejection should be reversed, and this application should be 
allowed. 
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